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Small Church Communities: Joyful Pligrims

Fr. Ron Hay (SC Pabrick, Collryie |

Whils | Furve besan involasd in smuall chwrch commnitaes for he
parsi 4 ynars, Moo Desn abrmcied io T wsion lor mom han 3 yaars.
A & LBminaran al 51 Mary's Saminary in Bafimor Back & b B0
| was mtmcied b tha cvall wsicn fat e Sominary was
prosenting. Hwas nol callod s-mal chutth communites, bul deardy
follpwing Do load from o Yascan Il documanss, it poinded ma in
iha demeion of emal church communibeg,.  Mare =

Fired by the Spirit

Carmal Munphy-0'Canrmss

Thie Framch Domincsn, Fr Yees Congar, with his groundbsaaling
wark on the sy, made & huge impresaion on me 83 & young priesd
in e las Fifos. in his Book Loy Pecplo in the Church, Congar
aressed e need for Badic Chen ban communibes. Thesa, he Gad,
nllgweed people I redisoover the Church. For many of fes
L pofirins . he sginined, “The Church’s machinery,
somaimes P wnny insifstion, is @ bamier obs cunng hoe doen and
Irien sy, which Bhay can Bnd, o lIrsd sgaen, only Fom balow™
Thenegh The Fdng reaby” of "1l church oelis wharein he mysieny
Is lhedl Sioocly mnd with groal §im plio®y”, i was possiblo o
aapananos o Chunch i i mosl ulywas, hs esmechically
sinuctured pecpls of God "o whose lile all #s membars. coniribube
ared which is pafiemed by ghve and take and & pocling of
MeR0mns ", Mors =

Shaping the Church of the Mew Millennium: 5. Monica Hosts NAPRC
Conference

Againgla backdnop of images crealed by e wode of B proghe? Jeremiah, "Jus ! s B dary in ha
poliars hand, 5o &M o i my Rand " 53 Menica hosted B annual conferance of the Malonal
mumﬂmnnmmwm-hmm.mmﬂm Tha T of tha confarands,
“Shaaping the Church of the Mew MBennium: The Spintsal Roots of Small Chunch Communities * was
addal A Tea manhy sarthen wessels - Bolh whobs gni benken - Bl decorslad s cends and He
chunch and remirdad paficpants hal o of humankend is at ona Bma of another whole, braken, or in
this procais of being recrated. Parfcpants from 17 smies, Be Disbel of Colum bia, and Canada
mmw.MIm.mm.mmmHMNm
o Ehoud Pina B all church com munities. belp passhionan comnhec i and lile on & Fegulsr
badi. Mo »
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Parisbas in Acthon

On Satardary, Ociober 4, T
Paunenl Depariman os Smal
ChriaBan Comm onibes will ba
co-spongarning with ha Ofice of
Uirbam Afleirs and a number of
oihar dipCayan OMCes an
anchdistas af-widn confarancs
for all wihh & hade in e woes o
wocinl mimiiry. This jeird afon
will replace our wsual grnual
Il Wi Mo lod S laEmE,
ooprdinabors and keclitnions.
T corvhpnincn will Bo Boused
on animaling, smpowaring and
organiAng pors has fos
syalemic mpad in the aiste af
Cennecticul A pacisl
workshop for small chunch
T Uity T D R D
Il vl Bre iruchse of his
oonforence. Mason is on
nasanial dimangaoan of baing
ichiurch, boh big and small
This Ema ingeferc will oflar us
an opporiunily o engage Hhis
el monn deeply and in
coopernive way thioug Boul the
mrchdisoss s, Mesmbars of small
commipniies: Pleass join us o
o diry and sncoursge fnllow
parishiorre 1o 40 56 08 woll.

Allance Parish Galhering

Hoddied by el Sem lden Froem
Assumpbon, Manchesier, ta
Al GEMBA OF S ETE
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st gahianeg of oo neme
Prasinboma b Aoz Gioes, Jonrmeeey of Hope, Cabl i Do clpies g o ke
placy on Saturday, Ooober 25
A AChchocesan-aion conlarence for 85 whao shars i e wors of Becial mnisbey W ing
whartly, (Tha Alanca afior
Eaturday, O icker 8 2003, 51 Themes Semirmry, 3 30am = 330 PEN ¥ ! G v
jparishes Fut how been & pan
. ol minndns e o
Cosdpsencn fow: §12.00 [ncludes conbresnial ewaklant ard bos feeoh)
desiopmeond in necsni yoars,
Plamisy Adcdmaaan: Joben Carr - Sof sl linsinn and Bapsaps: Chaldngas fod Connacticed Pariibas Farke ¥ begin com
Mo Oefiahs - Connacleu) Merropalisrns . & R el Agerds lod Comen iy S Prod par vy mhwmi
justn phone call sway, Far
& VT by of TR a O e o s hops ncluelmg & §pecial wor s e fof ammal Chaisien comenuniss e -
{B50) 243-9842 )
T ragesiar; Cal the Dfice of Urban Aflairs o [293) TTT-T2TH Publicatiers
‘Aeoen| arkches writen by Bmo.
Worth Repeating Bab: Monarty, 5 M can ba
moosssed on the depariment
Commuries ans nal anly an indsgral part of the communion whidh i R W BCEUL SNy
i Church, *Small Church Communiles
Thery are sisg an imporiant s pur o renewing the mission of e Church. ndd T Pasinenl Formson of
the Saminarisn as a "Man of
Cormad MurphyCrCanhor Commynige” SppeEns in mid-
Cardingd Archbishop of Was imins ter September in Seminary
Jaumial, imaging iniBason in
Small Church CommuniBea®
EROE TS ToE ®
will be appearing in the fall
Small Church Communities: Joyful Pilgrims
bl of Catechomeniin
Wil | Rl Bl el i amall chisoh oM ehitds a0 the pasl 4 yaads. M BBEn BIrscied 5

e vislon dor maore than § yoas s 0 seminarian of 5L Many's Saminary in Baslimore back in e B0 |
wal siracid o e varall wiion hat e Seminady was presantng, Ewas nod called small church
commsnites, but ceady loliowing Te lead bom Fie Valican i documents, iE poinied me in B
dinecion of gmsll chiseh dommumilted.

alican |l msches thal as 8 reaull of our baptizm all of God's
Pecpi arg caled 9 use Teir iy png Wents i bl up Ty
Ghurch. This was Righly emphasized o the Seminany. Thal hod
basn my Bcsl sspanance of chunch a8 | grew up o1 5t Pelars
Chwrch in Mew Britaén. Thare | cund a lof of support and
ancoumgemaont i be #n acie pan of the parnsh, | el calied o be
imvived i Eimos | every minis iy in T parish. | was sn oitar sorer,
lncior, ushor, Euchanis Bo minksar and mom ber of fe parish cosnol
Abul B onky thing kel o do wils b Bacome & presl

#s @ result of my pansh commurdy's suppoen | gros o sppreciate greatly all the wanowus gifts and
mlents of my leliow panakEoners. Theough My pRAn B Saminary end SubE sJusn] Surmems
assgnmons in panshoes | g o oppstiate T gitedness of nach indnkidual owesn mone. Evan
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nagignmants in paishoe | grew I appretiats o gifsdnets of oach indridual oven mone. Evan
b | s ordainad, | lenow Pl my prins$ood would be greatly ennched by ha peopls of God and
Tl mysision of presthood would be greaty Selermined by my past parsh axparience,

The call io prewch, leach and sancify is cenfral io priesthocd, That is o ghven. How one
peenmplyhas Py call s anolar mader. Cariainly, T prisg] mus| codier iy lile on s Euchanglan
that he suthantcally preaches, saches and sanchibes Whils T nole o T priedt s uniques and
dissnct kom Mal ol B Laity, i0is pasmounl in my viion Sl pied] end pedple ace depandent on oo
ancifher. s o presider ot the Eucharis o Assembly | must ead, bui | must also lisien io e siones
ol o lnity. Togemar 50 of ug sne Fandiamed in e Bady of Creiol

Tha poonthadd foss many challénged Woday Tha scandats of $b padd wsar Rave groally aflecied
many priesis including me, The deglining numbers of priesis and e greaior expeciniions by pecple
uﬂndmm-mhﬂumumpﬂun o g o and mang and o do it well This
i of pres s I8 nol uniques 0 he priss oo, A RorEs sur § odely workars of all ingds am
anpbcied & ba mons producies and work loager Bours, Whial B difan a5 wial B hopetl kdma,
i that as & priest | have o abilityio kead people o 8 rene dsion of Chureh whes productdiy bs ned
T BB, but redaBonsgE Bro. 'We neod 1D oI Dack © e Dadics. Ke & mater of helping peaple 0
makn Tha bme o miec on their giedness and o pul Tseir fith inko acton.

@ 0 pesialy e Bre Seribdy Brokan snd echend. Tha idaal family i nol B neem, Bul Be
mmepion. But family s andamenial. in S Ssmily pur individusl siones s sheped. afirmed snd fnd
maenninsg, in 0 parkah, &mall ¢hunch communibis ar  place o sRepe., 05m and deepon Gl
siomes of faith. My espenenoe of small chusth communiles i Tul Tey ore plooes. nol onby wisens | can
tnill my s oy, but wiane | can laf the stones of ofons i pact my s

Racaniy, | afended the annual conference of the Matonad Mliancs of Parishes Restuchunng inlo
Communites (WAPRG) in Indianapolis., Tho NAPRC promoles @ vis ion whare small ohwrch
cofmimuniles ane ey o building he panah. Gathemnsd with people fom many parts. of the cowntry, |
axparienced & rich sersn of chuech, B was 8 wondesiul afemaBon of my boliof fal halping sach ofser
o conned faith and K on a regular basis is nol anly how one grows personally, bul a wayiorus o
Dusld Lap Tia Church. Tha confarenca afimed Twe unigues giledness of overy indrddusl and he
blassings of Baafng aach ofsers Sinmes. B deeply afimsad my thin.

In ey svevnl yoars thad wo hase had small chunch commiuniBes in my parish of St Patrick in
Colinawils, | have soea B asnio of patsh change. In the pasl pacgle sleans lookad o the paier or
st for directon in evengthing. Mow, peoplo are being empowaned. Thery iake indSalive. Reosnty, |
I S04UE & mnm e of one of our gmall church commumiBas who Pird BEouT B DErS0n whi el
lost nimost pasndhing in a S, Within @ woal, had small chauroh comm unity veend indo scion. Thay
supplied the woman wilh masy ardcles lor bor oma, Mary mamben ol our small dhurch
commusnites an dinecly snolved in our parish oulreach ko a church in Hail With e help of thesa
small commumnBies, wa hare buill 8 sohocl @nd mainiin il We ke also Bogun 8 Ineding program .,

Roalisscally, | know Bl nol ewsnons will otep| B dsion of chunch snd join & Smssl church
comm wnity, Many in tha panah do nod wank i ba iroled escop] i aBend mass on Be waakand,
Howewer, the vision calls ior all people fo become mone reflecte. That means Tl whenewer people
gather ad the parish, Ssane should bo an opportunity for theen Io noliect on Their @it and life. | ainsady
e Bl o wadding rehaarnaiy, paneh cooncl moeinge, wakes, panen| Snd BECnEr masinge, slc
Rscanty, | harvs boen using raflacion quesbons &l the bagirning of mass and daning e homiles.
Sdcraty, Busd umaly had will hanm an imQact on he e of Boss afSeoding mass and Boyend, A ey
sy, Fome was nol Buill in & day®. This sision of chunch will Bk Bme. The key s 10 be oonsisong and
per s e
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parE s el

In summaton, small chusch communiies oflor & We sn of chunch thad senporsss indeddunls. i
fives Sam @ wonderiul gense of chunch - as pecpile sharning thel soces on @ reguisr bakis, making
sense of lils based on thesr laith, and calling offsers io God. This bs e vision of church setfor in
Watcan I Bgaihes, we e 8 plgRm paople Basding i e Engoam . Ansd we @0 Bl wilh 8 gresl
sense of joyd

Questions Tor refleciion and comvers atkon

o Hiw it yous parigh diflarent bacauie of iE amall church pammunibes?
& How has T small church community experience amposered you as & porson of faith?

EAQE TO T =

Fired by the Spirit
by Cormat Mormhy-0'Conned

The Frevsch Dominican, Fr Yees Congar, with his
. groundboeaking work on fhe ity made & hugs impression on me
T % @ younsg pries in th late Fifies. n his book Lay Peopls in tha
e Chumch, Congar shessed the nead for basic Cheistian
wwre Puplmblet oh.uk comemunites. These, he sakd, alowed pacple io redisoover he
Church, Far many of his conlem poranies., s axplainsd, The
Church's machinory, somobimes Ta vory instiuBon, is a barries
obacuting har deap and living mystary, which By can find, or B
again, anly from bele”, Through Sthe lstng realiy™ of e chunch
pulls whrein T mysiony i3 [vod deocey and with greal simplhicity”, @
wat possible Io experience Bie Church it i most indywas, the
higrmnchacally s rochured peopks of God "o whaose lile all i
mambers conbibale and which is paSarned by give and fake and a
poaling of resoumes”®.

I belerved Congar wats right then; and naary 20 yaars on, | still
Dediwam him i be right. He was iouching om an imponan] inth, which (s
it renawal i e Church has come aboul, me and Sme againin s &
histoey, i and heough T inspimtion of amall communites - monastic, | Y
mmngelical, missonary, lay communilies, communites of women - all
fewdd Ery T Hoiy Spiril. Thiry has besn snoemous by dhers e, bl el §]

surnly, fat desorigion of he -inlmﬂmmmm'dlm-d
hamaeie 1o e apos o’ aching. and io lelcwshig, i e breakng
ol bread and lo e proyers® (Acts 2: 42),
by st oupaniancs of B force of Congars. ohsanalion came whan

| raturned o Ergland from Reme g & newly ordeined priast, full of mal
and anthusiasm . For b Srstnine ysars of my pries By ministy {1957 -66), | ws T cumis in o
paeis bl &0 and pear Pofsmout. in hote wans |oapsfiontsd both § sents of Fusralion, and of
dincoweny. | falt aitaded bacaisss | found Bl My enthusiadtc aparoadh o minisiry had bo b
mmpored i the realily of pecple’s lhas in T parshos whee | sored. Tons was mo quick wany in
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tnmpered i tha realily of pocola’s s in e parshes whee | gerved. Thahe wiis no quick way io
brirg pecple lo greatier eoenmilment o B love of Christ ard B miselon of the Chusch, Bod s
npstralon was iinelf mmpered by $a discovery St fio renewal and Sowfishing of taith in B parish
for which | hankered was not going lo comé aboul by any words or iniatives of mine, bot by e
TRENNES i which Tes Soinl ol God becama Fullhel in pecpla's hed.

Towants e end of my pesiod in e il pansh, a group of peaple invind me io join el
maonthiy meelngs. Thay met logeTwr in dferent houses o proy, o reod & passage of the Gospel and
o redact On Bl Circumnatnoes of thiir daily ives. Bwas my S ks o B vaiue of 8 basic
Christian community.

i my nasd parish | halped o form 10 of fese basic communSies and, bedom long, outof s
pavish of 1000 of 40 pracising Cafsakica, aboul 200 pocdlo win'e Maatng ragulary. i wias in fese
nith dusiers, of commisnites, Turla whole mionoof peopls = masmsd, unmartied, yung and old =
dincauend § Hiw Ehil Seaper Bariand of Mith Bheough Hreyr, Sorpluee, Somes ity sl §ehics o
others. Those commaniies brought something new o the parish, which became, in & wsry real and
tngible wiy, "8 Beng passh®,

| baliaram Tial & mall Chist Ben eommunibes ahe 8 Lowoe of grast hopa @ Ba Church iedey, and
Tal thair contribulion o renssal in the Chusch i ncreasingly retognised, The Synad of Bahops haid
in Reena in 1887 noied Swith great sadsiacion Sl e pardah is bacoming 8 dynamic community of
ammuniies, & cenin where mavemends, basic eocosisl communibes and othet apos Iolic groups
angise # and ane in um poursshed”, Pops Joken Paul, i his letier oo e new millennium, Moo
Millanak Fis s, SMphasHEes he Bulma of aemmikh and B Hromobon ol TemE ol aiictason,
whather of #w mone Faditonad kind o e nevwer ecclesisl mowmenis which corimue o ghe he
Church o witality thal s God's gift and a Fue springime of he Spinr.

Tha infuancs of B Chunch 66 ouf cultune i Mot angibly it hrough the ackusl withess of Ba
pecple of Ged, The suthonicity and sfacivensss of hal wilress i in lum degandent, ol keastin pard,
on S confinuing io groe 8nd maiune 88 peaple of desap spirfeaiity and holiness. Within smaller
jgroups, where o greafer degres of rust and confidence can be buill up. people ame encowmged ard
g pired i po Rather Bnd deagssr o Bwif journey of it han By might olherwiie, Peopls Begin i
discouer, and fen i share mors openly, Baeir relabons Rip with God, with sach ofar, wilh e whole of
crwaton, Qut of haas kinds of relaecions & gredbst corrhcSion of B importancy of puting G inda
acton can dersslop. Justics and paace isswes mke on added urgency and significence. 50 foo can o
i 5 Betaen@ M oee ol invebaed in e IBUrGy, in el wedk, in eatscheten aod in o
aspacts of e padtonl B85Sl and socal e of he Chusch. NG Imparanl in Guf Swn Bma it B
sansn of bedanging and being sccepied, and the radical changs #aiocoss in peoplo’s Bess when
Ty begin o lay their own like down slongsids B Soriplunes.

For e wakl majority of Cafolics, the pansh i o place whans we coms Dgether 1o celebrate
in Ward and sacramant whal d masns 10 bs mambars of ha Chuech, Tha pansh eommunity, the
parish Furgy, and in pariaelsr the Sunday Eucharistar Se veible sign of our commurson with s
res t ol el Church arsd with amch ofar, This commnurion is nof limited by $ena o place; the Eucharist
uniiss uE with the Chisch padl presenland i come, bacauta 8% Vialican || moles [ Lumen Genbum
11, itis "Hhe source end summitof fae Cheislian lie®,

5o, of course, Menewing cur Chunch will maan rnewing our panshes. And, ks Congas points.
oul, 86 much of thal renewal - s pifiual, Wegical, pasieeal - musl Aow fhom Fe oommenites which
form nrsd misoi in T parishes,

Thane will b scene people who look beyond T padish for spiriual nourdshmaent, and thens is
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