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Community

Wie all probably think we Kncw whal the word communidly means. Aler
all, wa s (€ pll fha tima, bo mder to mary things and groups. W apply
commurely 10 a small neighborhood Cit's a Hendly community”™) and a
large geographic ansa ("We hive problems, being such & spread-oul
community”). Wa apply & i 8 proup of peaple wilh 8 commen . Mars
-

Bowling Alone, Praying Together
Sacial capital is mosl !I-I:-I.'rm-‘!-l.lr-"r davEoond [heough canrg B serdcs.

By Mary Jo Bane
The ackel of Foben Pulnam's niy book, Boeding Alone (2000]) hes @0
iusiration on the onl cover thal depicis & solilery bowler, On ihe back
fiap b8 @ photograph of the bowsing team The suthor balorged {0 in about
1855, Putnam takes his lithe from (he ot thal although about 81 million
Americans bowd, the proportion who bowd in leagues has declined almost
5 piseeni Since the 1060s. More... +

Worth Rapeating

Wa en Mo busy Ehan bad, meonm dsircied than ronspetiusl, and mone inberesiad in
this mesan: inesaler, (he sport stedium, and (he shoppéng mall and the tantesy e thay
poduce in us than we am in chuech. Paihologoal busyness, deircton, and
rostlossness are magor blocks Bodary wilthin cur spiribual lives,
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Community

Egsadisl node: Thssmay W pll prodably (Fenk we knce whasd the word commiunily means. Afler
::;':"""H, | all, we s It ol the time, to mler o many things and groups. Wa apply
Bpsinsl Espmmstyr | COMmunity io 8 small neighborhood Cits @ endly community™) and a
Chesen Lenden, o peject l0rge goographic ansa ("W have problems. baing such a s pread-oul

of [ Veisadainni communsty"). Wa spply @ fo 8 group of peaple with & common
Thmogtan Cusier ot , Charactestic who are living tcgether ["This is a retiement community”)
E'm" '“'"',,-' - "q"“,"._" arvd @ group of pocpse kinked by mce or eihmcity, notl
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sisa spply it o groups of peopis with shared prolessional inerests who
oen vl of 0 barger society (the academic communily, the scienlific
community] and evan 1o groups of nations with comman interests o
poficiss (Hra intemational community |

Eocigiogist Riober! Bellah says. (hal we Amenicars uso the wond very
iocealy. He prefers 2 sironger, and mon oused, meaning. In fes ook
Habiis of i Haar, he celnds communily 53 8 group of poogls with a

hstory (i past) and hope for the futum, Communty membans pass on That

history and (hesr hope Ihrough sionytelling. They also share cerian

acihaties - dtual, esthetic, ethical - thal define the community as a way of

life. These actrdties almast always imohe commilment. Community s
inbamapendent and alempls o be nclusie.

Byl whon communily means no mone (han ik galbarning of the similar,
Baliah says, i degenorates into lilestyle enciang. Poopla who balong 1o

necassaily dng
togethar fthe Afican Amafcan communily, the Hispanic community) We
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Small Cormmmunity
Happa nings

Allianco Come Teams

On Saturdary, Fisbruary 2, the
Core Team Fom St Mary
WLbgoatan {Chowlla ) will e
heating & gathasing of Core
Teams fnom 51, Gabeisl
(Mitond), 5t Patrick
(Collingulla), Assumgtion
(Apnchersiar), Sacond Hiam
(Sufleld), St Michasl
(Hartford). 5t Dominic
[Southington), S1. Mark (West
Harthord) and Our Lady ol the
Laias (Mirw Miloed). Building
on woek of the prméous
sassion, the focus lor this
relang was on going Reiher
in tha design ol focus
uabslions ior use in the whola
range of parksh ministries and
nctiities. Cfering an
opporiunty b slence, an
miprence-basod focus
guslion and a chanco for
people 10 speak with one
angiher in thressomes s a
hallmark of (ke afiors of 1hess
pariahes b sirengihen tha
parish as § whoig.

Core Team
ldentifcation/Development
Hes pasions conbinug 1o
mpmss inemest in come leam
formation. Al the request of a
pasioe, ihe ofice ipcilitsles
process of igentifying and
diciryg Initial formation for
parishicrars wha will famm a
Coe Team for both small
Ehwireh

densiopment and 1he doing of
ey parish actidty in o mon
ridaciivg and milatahal atyia.
Pasinm. and panis ficners
inbamdaied in lpaming mon
bt his pPoCEEs can
conimct Bro. Bob Modarty,

S M. ol [R50 243-0542 for
msore information.

Cochabamba Report
A Emall Eommndy poceds-
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sLCch enciaves share some leature of privade Be - appearance,
consumption, leisume acthities - and one of is? main goals is o erjoy
biirsy Wil IRoSa who "share ona's lifsaiyie ™ IS mambe diflersnliato
ihemseles fom people with ofher lilestyles; enclaves iend o be
WW1MW.MIMMHM
shand higioey,

Mosi groups in Amenica today, acconding o Bellah, hive chamciernisbcs
of bath commuties ord Uiestyle enclaves.

irprastingly, the Church seams o have knosn whal [rue community is,
long barlome sociclogy owen bocame a disciping, The Church has: a pasi:
ol rools N the Jewish iradition, the savng work of Jesus Chrisl. and ihe
missicn of the D‘nﬁhl‘hﬂ#ﬂ tha cariused since. The Church Ras
e oy The fubune, WWa looi or tha nedempion of [hi vworld, (e
mesurecion of the dead, and life sverastng. The Church passos on ils
skory: at every Sburgy, wa rotefl our hestory and proclaim our hopa. The
Church engages in actixiies thal define wiho i is and these acthiies
neing cur commilment: our Muals, our evangelizing efiorts, and ouwr
cudraach. Firaly, tha Church ines B0 be iInCusie: wo Wlcoms &6
memibers ol ihose who wish (o join

Thia Charch is 8 communily Decause i mCognizes - has sbways mcognized - hal we humman
bengs ame inbanently ilemependend, Wi e connecied 1o sach other in many ways, some of
which am not readily apparent. What wa do doss pflact ofher pecphs, in clfen-unecopacied warys.
This undersianding nuns dinecily counber i the nolicn of nugged indrddualism that is 50 much a
pat of American cullure. Yet, if we look al some of the most impontant isswes &cing us today,
W 280 pafeahe his undadying inolepandance.

Acid rein, or irsiance, aliacls many countries in the word, and not orly nose that cause the
acid min, Winds can spread foxic chemicals far from their point of origine in fact, many of our
ecoiogicad probloms have gicbal consaquences and will equing giobal solubions. W hat we do in
o0 place has repercussions el twhen.

Economass works in much the seme way. A lallng birlhmite in 8 Eurcpesn nalion causes o
labor shorimge, 50 ANFCAR workamns Are irmiied 1o Bl (he wcand jobs. Thess workens can then
send mongy home i their families, keading to baiter lves for them and a sbronger econcmy in
that eewiflry. A Sbons Riown if & M couses Applas that toush [and marry miles vy

This i mol & conbemporany phenomenon. 51. Paul ungsmbocd inbsrcependence thousands. of
years ago, alihough he ddnt call & that, in the First Letior o ihe Codnihians, he wiles:

Moww the body |8 not B single padt, but many, ¥ a ool should ey, “Becausa | am not a hand 1
oo not bolong (o the body,”™ i does not for this neason bolong amy iess bo the body ... Bul as il
is, them are many parts, yol ona body. The eye connol say bo the hand, *l do not nessd youw,*
ner @gain 1ha hand 1o (he leel, "1 do not nesd yow™._. I [one] part sullers, ail The pasis sufler wilh
it; if oni pant s honorod, ol the parls sham i oy, Now you am Chiists body, and Indiddunlly
parts of A. (12:14-15, 20-21, 26-27)

This is not st & rece miigicus wish, Paul s describing malty; this is the way 1he world
works, But we hive 8 hard time sesing (his. In the sevenisenth century, Baac Mewion
MMMHIWWHHWHWMHHM.GMM
8 gmal clockmaker, stariod (he worid - ks machens - runreng and (han ol it slong. W' hae
troaod our world and ewrything in it as a machine ewr since, bolening that the key to
urdarstanding i i bo break it into its component pars To understand how (e Fuman body
warks, ihen, we cxamang all its diflerent organs and systems. To undenstand how radinbon
works, we look Bl he schons ol iks sloms and moleculed. To undersiand how B0 SrpaniEabon
workis, we saparale il o (asks and Ehen shudy the work Sow,

Bul Mewton's dew of (ho world has been displaced, Modem physics, specifcally that branch
of it callad quantism Mechanics, had Mads dScocwades 1hal mdically changs our undersianding
of how [hings work. Looking &1 whad used (o b calied the bulcing Biocks. of natune - (s
subalomic word - scienlists now 808 thal thass mesl slemeniany piecaes of life ane nol seperbe,
isciatod ochyects. They dont eden exist 85 Indapendand things, Rathar, thay am congtantly
changing, somaebimes taking the form of paricles, sometimes of wanes, depending upon what
thay encourter. Relatiarahq dolermines pverything. Ona sciertist bas commentied,
"Ralalionenips w5 (hane 10 eality."

This s thr wary' thi workd works @l Bs most uncamontal lred: ot discrete, separaie
compononts buf & wab, a netacrk of mlatonships, that i constantly in motion. | fas baen
described as o “continuous dance of enengy”™ end @ “complex, never stll, always wemdng
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tapestry.” What's mome, scientsis han realized that actidty in this web B unprediclable, uniike
Newion's delerministic model, The linoar casse-and-ofiect with which we ane familiar simply
does nol apply hare,

In o fascinating devslopment, expadments hae prowed thal matler can be affected by
seamingly unrelabed events tha cocur elsewhonm. I's “instaniansous aclion-at-s-distance.” Cine
Bapaniment pained fwo sectrons, meaning that thay Bchad 5 one alecimn. Thay wem then
stpanaied, 1o se0 if their nelalionship would surdwe o a distonoe, Il did. They continued 1o acl as
ore unified alecimon - Shoming thal {hefe sl nisible connactions (hal sbreteh across ime and
space Relpbonskio is reably.

W are back Lo Paul's descriplion of the Body of Cheist. We are nol islands, soparsied by
copans, bul pans of B whola, inked (ogathar by indsible connactions, We & a community,

Guesiions for reflection and conversation

Fow loosn of beused s your nation of community?

How much commitment ks inobved in your axpanance of small church community
How interdependerd are Ihe mermtens. of your amall church commursty ?

How kisn & your 5anse of the repercussons of ecologecal @nd Bconomic probiems in your
towsinte siemming froem or infiuencing those problems in cther towna/siades?

To what extent doas relationship determing everylhing in your 7
How stiong s your sense of relabionship o the rest of the mesmbans of tha body of Chist?
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Bowling Alone, Praying Togathar
Social capital is most successiully doveloped hrough canng and sardca

By kary Ja Bane

AT —  The jacked of Robert Puinam's naw bock, Bowling Alone (2000) has an
e wmance  Mustration on the front covar that dopicts @ solitary bowder. On the: back
Prem, inc AB Aghis fap is & pholograph of the bowing loam the suthor belonged 1o in about
mmena Copyrght 000 1955, Pulnam takes his lithe from ihe kel ihel sihough about 81 mllion

r:wf:tr:“ Amanicars biwl, the proponion who Dowl in lsagues hes declined almosi
mhorme [~ m.
18008 BFT BE33 o il 75 percent since the 1 g

Bawding leaguos are But ond amall llusiration of what Putnam o6t as the
collapse of Amefican communily cwer the insl lour decades. Thers ans
alimoal @ hundred grapha in the book - Putnam is o thomgh lelios - mos)
of thaem showing @ riga and than a fall in spma indicetor of social capinl,
Membership in chapler ceganizations., for examplo -grougs like the P.T.A.,
Bay Scouts, Knights of Columbus, Rotary Clubs - rose dramatically as a
preeniage of the ndedant population o he Srel half of the eentury and
i foll By Bdmoal Rl bedwean it 1960% and ik 1500%. Tha ceclng S
achosd in many other massunes - In unicn and profiessional associadion
membership, o inslance. imotament in community projects, cand pames
and pacnics. Chic engagamant is perhaps the mosi importand. Thane hae
Baliiny sl | 1P proaartion of the pataion 1l vobsd, aftendad § pushc
meating on iown o school aflairs, sened & an oficer of On B COMMITiea
of @ local growup, signed & padition of wiole a belter lo p mpRsentalhe o
sEnabor.

fou're probaliy asking yoursell, Did he kook al X7 Many people asked
him Ehad, and whalever X s, he probabiy lookoed af il. which @ why the
book B 541 pages long. His fndings ame quilte consisient, despile seikheip
groves and intemed chal rooms, My reading of the data, Exe his, is that
somathing mal i cleady going on.

The §ndings ane iroubling. Pubnam’s: book documants e losses bo
gociaty thal the decling of sociad capitnl brings, His padier work, on
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who deed recently, May she
fésst in phace.

Spring Gathering
Heads Uip! Mark your
calendars now. Dur anm
Spring Gathering will ba b
on Sunday afamoon, Aped
&9, 2002 at 51, James (Rocky
Hill). This yoar's Seatuned
spaakes will be Fr. Wilkam
Camgg (Archdiocess of
Bosilon). Fr, Carigg has bpan
acie for many yoars in

sharing mipanences vl be
incorpomited inbo the
pilgrrmags. Regisiratans am
N baing Bcoepbed and
should b made on @ imely
basis. Act poon, For iether
infgrmadion about 1he
pilgrimage and registration,
please cpll the offce &l (BE0)
AT

Quers Writing Teams
As ol bopklel i Bnishad,
nrtheer i almady undecwary,
A labor of kows and
commitment to church, Quost
i prepaned by leams of Aing
ITHNTIDNOE, THL NG Woman,
priesis mnd religious fom
1hemughout tha diocesa. Al
1his weiting the Fall, 2002
skt in already undenway
BT &S e e Dusy
disbributing Spring Cuwesl.
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