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Eucharist, Communion and Small Church Community

Haobert K., Mariarty, 5.M
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On Aprl 1T, ihe Z2nd day of Exslad, wa conlifued ouf calabeabion
af the twenlieth annbasary of the beginnings of small church
Cominunilies in 1Ml eThdsoceds willh @ pariarnance of the Fools'
Mass in the chapel of 5t. Thomas Seminary. The players amw
i of 8 groun named, Drlesl (Pokah ko childne),
headgquariered in Brookiyn, MY,

Mo »

Small Is Beautiful

Joseph G. Mealey, M.M

Thane ix someing about e Alrican pemonality St lends el o
BalAg up ottt ul amall ChrAsBan commuhited, Alcans an
rturally community minded. If somecne dies. ey will spend days
wBeging with the Samily outside their house. They vsit the old snd the
sick, especially lhose suflering from HIV, They also undersiand the
powir of prayer. W Rardly var Rae 1o reject |ay lsadars i our

community in Tanzmnia.
Marg =
Worth Repaating
The: Famhar kughs: with the Son;

i Son laughs with e Fathe,
T Father likas e Son;

i Son likes e Fabar

This Famar dalights in ihe Son:
0 Son delghls in ta Fater,
The Famer ioves the Son;

T8 Son lowes B Famer

The Insghier, liking. daSghing,
fndng is the Holy Bpit

e ter Ecichart

Eucharist, Communion and Small Church Community

Riobest K. Moriarty, 5.M.

On Apnl 17, the Z2nd dary of Easior, wa conSnued our
cndabratan of o enlioth annkamany of he
bagirmings of amall chusch communilies in e
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Gatherings. ..

Bk o nit ¥
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Vinzar i i vty cericingg
Lindsr the lsadanship of
seaniain nabworking
cocedinaion , Sumnne Bafics
{Hartford |, Gana Evars (Maw
Haven) and Lyn Tidgwal
(Wirinroury), Tinee rogional
piE siohs wane hald reosn By ol
58 Mk, Weai Horsloed, Si
Bemadatn, Mew Hawn and S
Michuol, Bopoon Falls, Advisory
Boand member, Andies
Gradsisin inolinled a process
of reflpctsn on Maming and
Claiming tho Gis of fe Laity,

Developing Core Teams
The collaboration af Fr.
Jarry Murssso and Phil
Medeinos has resulled iniba
successid completion of the
iretial core team dewlopment
process o 51 Francis of
ABdisi, South Windaor, This
process pol undeswary in Apnil
&t 5t Ann, Auon under the
lmadership of Fr. Tom Sas.
M plniaris &l in ihs
wings.,
Aliaros Parisbes Oather
Pacishaa with slready
dmeloped core leams meet
Tond §Mad i pear o molaal
msournzing. Our mos! recant
pathanng was onf Satuniay, May
21, Fr. Anl Basmrows i

(Anhdinces s of Dalrcst] wis on
Rand o iaciiiae His testion
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baginnings af emall church communiies in Bo
archdicese wilh & pordormance of he Fools' Mass in
e chape! of 51 Thomas Semnary. The playpen are E .
membars of @ group nemed, Dded {Polish for
il |, hesdguatened in Brookin, WY

The prermiss of fig indersecSon of Bsiior snd religian
is Tta group of modeeal wilago idiols nedisoower on
Cheigimas Eve hal fa pries] who hay camd lof ham and ughl Dam o gieg has died §usdenty, e
ChAstmas and Moy nasd Mats. What ate hoy 1o do? The anly hing Bey can Bink of (8 thal thay have
o do il emeelhes. They don’| knce what they see doirg; ey do know what Sy are doing. The
poroimancs is 81 onoe haunlng, unnendng, insightful, challenging, upifing and prayerul.

| ladl praviaisly oparianchd Pl Fools” Me i 41 summsr in Barssdshn whilh SRendag Mo
Pariamend of the Workd's Riebgions. Thane, it 'was done in o performances space. This ime, as Dascl
ulually 3008 iL d was &one in B worhip §pace. Whils he Barcolona apeniencs wal wandertul,
mperiencing it his me im S chaped was so much rcher. | was @ deeply mosing eperience for
nga who $iended. The conmmaton wih he Doec Daaiar o) Diloeing B parmmancs wam
an ard on as people reflecied on e impad it had on them. Sinoe s s also e Year of he
Euthargl, degignaned s such Oy Jonhn Paud I, | was proganed fal alemocns © ofer @ low rofectons
an the hemas of Eochans 1 the) would relnle o this Mmmmmﬁmm The
Comarsason Emang us and cur inlerection with tha DEed parioemiars was 54 rich hossrae, Bl nol
ancer wond was necossany on Bal occasion. Whon we were aboud i conclude e recepiicn hal
folkraed Tho parformancs, T8 players offored o wonderful dosing song. | addad §imply, "in ha apinl
al Euchansfc dismissal, lol me S8y jus! his: Lsl us go in pesca o love and sene he Lord @hd ors
anoiar”

The Year of T Euchans! condinues, of course, and P thoughts | was going o share Tat day sl
soem worth connacieg o our expenioncs of small church community. Al fest glance, a pardoemance of
ha Fools' Mass mighl eirike one &8 a rather unoonveniional way o obssne B Year of e Eucharsl
And yeil, (b ofers special insight ink ha mydeny of brokonnsss and wholansss and the

Trans loemaon that the Euchanst is all aboul The Fools' Wass iz 8 marsious winess o he power
of i Eucharis o sy bal iy commaunicain D us T despest maaning of our s &8 B poople of filh,

Ba rich is e Euchans!, Tual masny difieren] words o lamms are used o speak of s mysien:
Euchanal, Lo s Suppar, Beaaking of e Broad, Mamorksl, Holy Sacnbos, Dindsa Likirgy, Bieaaed
Saommiend, Mass, Communion (Catechism of the Cathofic Chuarch, #1328

W meflact hane o0 Euchanel, commurssh and smal
church community. ‘We spesi of Eucharisl as
SOMmLnon ToEhule iy il LCTBmMent wme whie
oursahas 1o Christ, who makes os shanrs in his body
End blsad In laem & Angls body ™ (Camchiam, ® 1331)
Small church commm unity is procisely aboul Bdng and
dospuning gur paricipation in el mysedy of

cosmm urenn in our day o day ives, A il deepest evel, r\]
T sminll chuinch comimeaunily e B s petuality of ;
TR mnhdhmuihiﬂrd:rqu‘hdﬂuh }”

[t Lo B

Rnnd i facililyis Fis sesdion
Rowing el eion I & new level
o implamaniabon was e

S for this session.

HAFAC Conferonce

The National Alliancs of
Parishes Restuctusing o
Communities will ba holding
its anrual conference fom

ity
20-31 &l 5t, Chafas

Borroeneg Parish in
Ginnamirson, Mew Jersay.
Spintuality specialisl, Fr.
Remald Folhesiar, O ML will
ba the kaynobe speaker, His
theme: Culliaiing o
Communal Spintualty for
Pasah Fr. Joaaph Hedlsy,
MM, whose assay on
Alican amall Chdslaan
communilies appeans in this
Issum, will o presenting &
workshop al thes comerence
on &mall COmMuUriEs on 1
irdmmationall o M PRC
confennca brochures am
imailable from our ofice: BE0-
2430643, For mon
irfarmatan, go 1o

napre. taitfwa b.com.

Small Commaunitios and Adull
Inibabicen in Ausbraiia

Projoct Link-up 5 & wab sits
bl fas Bsan g inpsd Dy B
growp of pacpla in Melbourna
wehia wars anthuiiaatic o
publicin #w model of adul
irsiaSon Bl damlepad in heir
pansh ol 81 Thamas ko,
Balgraws. When small Chrisian
communiios ahd the ACIA
wenrg inioed and working
gathad, Bane appeansd 1o be
enormous achantages for all
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ST kN oDl In R undars Rnding of tha chasrch
an communion el s growndesd 0 apprecialion of God
B COITLT URIE

Euchanialis & mys ey of Communion bersuss our
God s & communion. Father, Son and Holy Spinil. the
Trirégy, s @ miyslery of inmacy, metaality and
imardeprndonis. Roliednois & cental i Ne wey
boing of God. And all of malsy is relatonal hevefomn, bocause ouwr God s measonal. Tha heman baing
i fol an inclsled. ssifconiained indhidusl. howewd much we crow absoul “my nghts, my
aniBamants” in s osfuen of ours oday. The essenoes of e person is relnBonal becauss our God s
telatcsnl.

Az p people of laih, we undemniend had humen beings o craaled s Be image ard eness of God
“List s make man jand woman] in ows image, afier our likensss.” (Gen. 1:20) ¥We are used o nealng
o dignity of each person in el that we undesiend falwe ae made in the image and lieness
ol Gosd, B thedw (8 8b80 & Corparets implicabon hede. Indesd, undsmaaih s boksansss and
diision hal penades Fus global vllage, B is hat Andam ental roality fiat the ardine human
gcammunily and all of croaion e mads B B imege and Busess of the God of com munisn,

Redacing cn Be mysiery of e Trinity, Richard Rohr, CUF M. (Thi Divine Wyt guobes. e
Deminican mysbic, Maisor Eckhart

The Fathar leughs with the Sen,
e Son inughs with e Fater
Tha Fathir Ekad B San;

#he Son iikes the Faber,

Tha Father delights in the Son.

e Son telghts in e Fether

Tha Fathar loves fhe Son;

the Son lowes the Fater

The laaghiar, kking, delgfieg,

kawing is the Faly SpiiL

‘Whal s wonderhul Fmaging of he okl relalediess of Dod. God s Communion! Bud thees s mane,
Ower God s @ myslery of communion and miss ion, @ mysieny thel owsfiows fom within inko creabon,
redampbion ard sancificson. Lewise made i fo imsgo and lkenoss of God. the churh is olio s
mysieny of communion and mision. snd so teneisms e small church community. In big chuech and
small v o called b S8 85 & sign of God's infeslen for i all, Communion lesds i mission; tha
mizsion is commuenion. This i our evangelidng ask: © be catalysts and agents of tmreformeston in
i midst of broksnness and wholsnaas, Evengeining has i do certainly, with the ransiomaion of
individual barks in our coming io know Jetus @e Loed. I kae also ko do with the ransfarmation of the
woeld — wilh crealing siructures: of jus boe and peace, with building whai Jobs Paul I called *a
chilimon of lows " (Redemplons Magio @ 51) Thia is @ misson aboul cemmumian, g0 thal God may
b “all in all”,
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irshved. Tha Link-up Toam are
geen o track &nd suppodt
similar in@atves Fal ane
irlslefing i ofnr sl of Ba
ol i mambers, Inin Bnd Join
ilzon and Annets Hanigan
apan] Eaalar 2005 in Dar a4
Safaam, Tanmnia chaerdng
&nd leasming how small church
commnites in s Ancan
BANSHEE BO0aMm pary
calechomens as pari of thes
5 BCnBry SUINBaCh, Yiou can
Sess e Proped Link-up web
wie &l

b vicnal el sui-reaced

Senall Chisrch Communition in
IELr Copse

Fr. James O Halloman kom
Dublin wiols receny o iall of
Fits sl b Mungany o visil
HALD-ralald small Chrisan
communiies fens. HALD B
Hungaran lor “nal”. HALO
creates forume whons small
IChris ian COMET LEnies Can
motack and shane Bair
sspacisncas. OHalloran
SLEM IS fat hars am in
o of 10,0500 small
ISR EEn COmE il A
Hungary. Given the histany of
Communist eppheasion, il
oomes as no surprise hal
mch of this danvelopen sl was
whiasgrounsd for & lorg panod
of ima. HALD nev sesls 1o
cotenec] with the wardwide
eparance of small Cheislian
communilas. Fr. O'Hallodan
tims besen invobeed parboslaty
i1 gl ing Alich fod aboul
Frarty yaars. He has wriien a
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Small Is Beautiful

Josepn O, Mesley, MM

[Editdr's Nobe: During e mose Bhan Rty yeirt that he had seeved n Alvsca, Fr. Hedley Ris
BEEN B mBjar snimatns of smal Chrsblen communities, especially in Tasranls snd denya, He i
thee awifsor of & rumber of boolks on African nasTative theology. His newest book, Small Christan
Communties Today: Capburing the Mew Moment, 8 joint sditors] effort with Jean Hinkan of
Englsnd, i o cobection of essays on current developments in small Christian commanites
ihroughoul the worsd, 1T will appear thes fall. You can reach Fr. Joseph Healey ak
M sy Bl com

This current esiay sppeared this past yeas in The Tablet of London. [t is re-printed here with
permitsion. )

Thiws i scemaFeng aboul B Mricon
porsonaldy thal lends iself o selling wp
sucoEsaial em el ChisSan communBes .,
ricans ane nilursly community minded. I
somecna diss Ty will spend days wosning
vl B faes Hy oubsiche Bwair houss. Thay vl
o old and the B ick, especially Toss
Sufiarng o HIVY, Thoy S0 undsn ad he
ipowenr of prayesr W handly evor hove o roject
inybaaden in sur community n Tanmsnia
Dccapionally @ masnh will s & second wiles,
or bacoma rvolved in Anancial daslings:
within he pansh which disiract kim Foen his poesr robe, bull on B whols e Mrican lay lesders am
comm ifed, nespons ible people. Can the Wasi leam from Africa, o4 s panshos look 5 0 fubes with
S and fewer prissts 7

1 Brel gevivamd] in ToAzmnia in 1960, 8 Bme whan e vad) majosily of predl and B hops wers loreign
missionanies, in offesr wonds not black and nol local. Today the sifsadion oould nod be mon: diferent
Tha Alican Church ia thindeng, ety becauss of & policy of supporting amall Chiaslan communitios
(SCGs ). My own oomm unity of SL Charles Lwanga in Gar es Salasam was ofcially launched on the

feaniof Epiphany in 19TH and i e oldesi ol T8 38 acthe SCCE in 51 Peer's pasish. all kully mmohed

in incal pasioral e, Currendy there are 22 families with a fotal mambesrsRip of 36, indisding children
of all mges, The pasert SCC sared & you® brench, & wosmen's dub and childrn's acihites and is
trinnaed with anather, similar commursiy in Tesas.

This Esptirnci of [Ng40 COMmuAilkel B Mo
tamily. Mamied couples host, organias and
boad Tl Qroupd — which Narelir ing mane
Fhan about 20 memnbers. Cer peopds driflin
R Sul; BoME SRl FRRll R up wsaR
hene's o celobrabion ard a meal Bul €w the
Couplas who prrdde Te cons siability ! the
group

With more than 2000 BCCs inthe Dar e
Salanm archdiooese, o key fackor has basn
o passcanal commiimant and lesdecship of

Casdinal Pohycarp Pongo and susiilany
Ti /T ey 00 s O A 2
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Harty pmors. Hie has weifisn o
rumier of books on T
Bulyed, nclulng o moal
recanl Small Chris e
Communibes W ice and
Pracicalibes [Dufsur Edisons,
Chester Springs, PA)
e ey Vimitn Corvenscation

Tha 2005 BV gasaring will
i pliead & 90 Lindaetuity of
51 Thomas in 5L Pawl, MY,
dugusl 4-T. Presanien inciuds
Fr_Jose Marina, Mchasl
Cowan, Fr, Barnasd Les, S8,
Fr. Bob Pelion, C5C. and
offars. Brochures are padabile
fram e ofos_ Fof mans
infkeemuation, go o
o naviela ooy,
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Casdinal Polycarp Pango and suniliany
Bshop Mathod Milaed. Those SCCs are part of the wedar Esslarm Alica axpenioncs whars ANECEA
{the Cothohe bishops of Entes, Efiapia. Kenm, Malawi, Susdan, Tenmeis, Ugands, and Zambia)
wimbed in 1976 “Syslemabo formataon of small Gheis an ocommenites should be e ey pasiorn|
jpricsity in Pe yeare 10 come " One of e usders, Behop Chrsiapher Meclels of Rulsnge diccese
in Tanmnia, des.oribed mn SCC as o “communifywith a human face where ®a falth is caught athar
Fan Eughl and insinsed Tt he ontine dicorssn pasionsd plen be carmied oul by SCCE, Today mesl
ol the 40000 S5CCs in Enstern Ao e & “posiomi moded” for inculiuraion, evangolimbon and the
dowlopmant of lay manis e wilin pasich aruciumes, Thay aee al the haart of the Sican Church

Layisaders come bom within theen and drive policy cutenrds. snd upwards frough out the enties
Alncan Church, While some piests and bsshops maiy] s phenomancn, T magority welcome i
mnd undes nd Pk wilh pasis ey oowrning such hisge geographical aras, heas communibss ane
by inr Bl Acl] BEiaRE Wiy 1B and i Ba skl ol Cathale il snd Baching

Wil Alricans - clangy ind iy - i
consshalive by ralune. They have no wish o [
questian Rema, and 8o end by and lage o
accegl and comply with Catholic doclrine
Could much o redicn| resruciunneg v Wwork
in thie Was? Tha spiritaal ensegy indooed by
prognEmmes such as "A Yo Waond, Lont™
and "Cale” run the ik of patening oul once
e sessions havwe Anished, and in cbies

a8 Pl Mol okl Of WUrfiiwse in Ry green
jgroup is high. Tha urban undemfnding of
cammundy is alas guite fifferent om thal of
e numl villages . Many poopis deliboraiely leawe wmal commaunibes in order o R with some degnes
al mnosymily in s city, yerl Ta0 nooed ior ocomimunity never guiln gons gy

A loryis lo makos pansh-based SCCs & normal way of paslonld and speetianl Be. in SeplemBar, 70031
siiited Englind dusing the Spares] days of T8 “A2 Your Waed, Lord” renewal proceis king plos in
o Wesiminster dicoes e Fm sune | surprised some pasion (and parshionsrs aliko] when | said hat
in Tanssnia wa B 0 "easy” 0 prasch on Sunday il we uvse ihe SCC process. Thal i, durisg e wesk
e prest pariicipates in wncus SCC meakngs in kés pansh fat reflect on fue gospel of Ta foliowing
Sunday Than S Sundiy pafkdh gy Becomes 8 “communicn al B S0CA" with his homily
mefecting back the sapanences, insights and applicatons Mat he leamed from e Bible rofiactons
nt ook place in e indiWdunl SCC mestogs

Thas twn main reascns thal Catolics joim SCCs am hal ey ane looking for more religious nurniure
Tan he panah o prinsding and 8 hunger ir communily with feistcanal dep®. In P United Jaades.
parishes ane snoouraged o be renewed as @ "communily of masy small commuridies” and i soe
SCCH 58 & “way o BSin paAER" raer e B §ha-Wem pregraemme. Fesaareh eshdiusied by Fr
Bamand Los of 5t Vary's Liriesmily in San Anionlo, Tesas, in 2003 indicaies thad e aee 45,500 o
0,000 SCCH in ha Unied Simies with an ealmamd 1 millsn members, v mosl communiges. e
e is spent wilh scrpiure, especially making Tose msgical connecions wilh members” own led
EpaTiance.
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Wiodal parishes of SCCa huve grown in
diflgren! winys . Presentaton Pangh in Upper
Saddie Rivor, New Jersey. has 75 acthe
SCCs an wall @z minkslernal communites
such ad B Catechumenale Team and B
Poaoe and Jus bom inis e New seascnal
groups ane formad asch Lent and & ofhar
tmos of S yoar. 5L Monica Parsh in
Indianapalis, indiann, sinfed with small church communibes in 1988 and now has 37 SCCu in
waning slages of desslopment and makunity

In Exsiarm Alrics we hive laamed fal il s epnenial i proudos B iesdy supply of R & hasing
resoutes and "How o Do I bockiels for SCCs. These rch madedals, which oo e in print fom, on
i inigrnal And on video, &m produtid by o wide wtely of greups including Rasis nematonal,
Buena Vistas, TwensyThind Publicatons. Good Ground Press and New Way of Being Church (based
i England ). Paricularty wluable for us s Quedl 8 Sumsdny eipion-Baded mesues lor amal
oommureids. 'Wa alo Bnd Thal panish and diccosan nawsleBars can promols SCCe and ancouwrngs

i boTRIng .

Theew asm K61 protdems along e wary, Afrcans Ihing in emcds aneas hae B3e or no sducaion,
Rasthing oul bayond Bsaif own comamunity Bb problams and Beuss of B wider world and ha
jglobad Chusrch is somathing Sy fnd hared; this chalienge io social aclion is alweys 0 weak area that
v by i wirk o0, Nearthaless . B focl i Sl B memben 0 52 Chanes Lwangs 306 in Dar e
Salaam, Tanmnia, gater enfusias oally or T wesidy meeling where members = mainky aduls =
SO of Pt B’ haalth gnd problama in he seighiomssod. Thy neSesd on cne of the Sundey
soripture readings and ey plan specifc acls of charity in their srea. The mesling incorpories. paper
afferings 8nd bvely §nging 80 Mal il these 15 pocchs T mEsm “We sre Do Chereh” 8 mol justa
siogan, but o way ol s fad ruly applies 1o Sem. The challenge is o make Tl same reiton in he
Wasl

Cusstions for reflection amd cormmalion

= Wyhal might wa learn fom e &froen aperence of smal ChiisGan communies 7

& [How might v makes small Chaakan communibes mons mil-lanssed?

= Towhal adeni would you desoribe your expesience of small Chrisian community os &
vy o lita

Padri, Why Are You Trying to Break Us Up?

[Edibar's Nobe: Among his recent poblcatons, Fr. Joseph Healy, M.M,, ket edited & collection of
stories and anecdotes that caghere something of the Africen falth ewperience, The story featured
hara Totules on [he catechumenates and community, )

Wran L Barved &8 8 priaslin Tongenia, | spenl & year phaparing & gnoup of Massei iod Dagtam. | had &
decide who seemed ready snd who nesded mome study,
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