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Things ans guita diflsrent in Euope. Evergima | talk about s ocial capital o
pecple in Brilmin or Sweden or Fmnce, and then ik aboul e robe of miigion,
people sl locking &l me srangely. Religion is @ mech smaler pad of
coenmEunity lils Sare, And you have i ssplain i Europeans Mad you'nm ral
taliing about kool 6f Ta Jim Jonadan of the workd

An Ingquiry from Cyberspace

Whsan Biig a-mad inguiry apseseed on my Lerman | wal immedisinly iniek by he wasith of
implicabions hal ane inscked. A quick nole back would nod allow a nuanosd neply hat sculd addnss
i whols range of ISR, A convimaton wikd neaded. 5o, | called Bay Thompdon (The rames hae
been changed, of course. | thal same day. by initial conoem was ko communicale my respec for he
i iom Pl wad iraled and B pugges! hal his one BRould ned B o quickly of Do summasly

Worth Ropeating

Small church communilies: not only foster the fith of ndhiduals,
thary am living cells which busld up the body of Chist, They am (o
b= Bigna. and insbramends of unily. AS bass: wnis of the passh,
thary sene 10 incroasa the corpomba (o and mission of tha parsh
by aharieg in is lile penensualy with iher Ealents and suppor.

Called and Gifted for the Third Millennium,
Mational Conferance of Cathalic Biahopa, Mowsmbar,
1885,
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[Ediar's Nobe: 1m i Beue of Gaimerings, we confinge wih part beo of David Wood's inberview
il Hdrwaird Sotashegiil, Mobadt Pulmam, Piar ond appiarsd in Ihe |esl Geus of GElSErnga
Putham's reseanch g ToCusea o e declng and recovey of SoCial capital i AmaricEn SoCaty
Putnam wolld wee e develogment of small church commundBes 85 &0 imporiant contributos b
the development of boih bording ard bradging serial capitall in our sociaby. )

Dossn’ refigion figire proming mily inlo ary bulding of soclal capial?

Thad in oerinly frue in the LS. whone aboul haif of all socal copital is relsgious. About hai of ail
wnlunisaning is religiows, Aboud hel of &l phdannepy is eSgssus. About hall ol all greup membarships.
ans mligious. You can't talk aboud 806! capital in the U5 wilsout talking about mligion. Raligion ia rnal

onlya iange part of the conneclivty, @ is also an importeni mofaton for gefing peopls engagad with
@he ehothet,

RO 70 ke

Cors Team Developmen
Care Team deeslopmiend has
reecary iy bwan com pleted al 51
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Things anm quite diflgréntin Eurcpe Everdma | ik abaul social capital 1o pecile in Brimin or Swaden
ior Franaom, and thien sl about S node of religion, people star looking ai me simngely. Beligion is a
ek malar paet of Sommurity e Pone, And o have & eplain i Europesns had vou'ne ral Wiing
mhoail koola., o the Jim Jonesas of he world. Avsvay, in e LS nligion & & sowoe of conneciy.
Thisd desar' maas IF8 abways § 1ourcs of connacinity
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The main condygcn | drgw Ingm e &ala o ol ohed TEge boeng ogual. T porson wha i ifndbod
in religious e is atso Boly o be mon invohed then his secular counierpard in e ke of the

coem Uity Thisl k5., e pecple wha go o church on Sundey ane slso the peopls who ses mon kly i
b active in o PTAand b be ghing fo fa United Wayand o ba woluntesring for scup kitchens in
Socular Samings

This pafism is achualy mom trus fof some denom inalons than ofens. Broodiy spoaking. ifs mans
Fus for Fra mainling Prolestacd dencminatens and s tneo lor indalmentalist congragabons. Thane

s womie evidencs thal fis paliem has changed as the svangelicsl movement has espanded in
Amepiica ool o pasl 200 30 yeans.

How de you scecunt for the remarkable afiention ghaen io your ariicle “Bowling Alose™ and the
ook {hat followed?

Fe bacsuss | accidonially sismbiad anto a plobilem hal many Amatcans krow about frosm i own
s, People Pane 0 sens s B, "Oh, miy om belonged o Hadaasah, bl | don™ " Or ey g thai
o Dad betonges) to Rotary, or Bl hew paronis wond b chyrch, and By know By don'l and thay
feol o litle bad oboul fal They thoughd it was jusl Swir problem. And fhen plong comas this. Haresd
prodesod who L858, "I iRAT your problien, iT8 our probilam.” Soddenly my Wi was nol jus! an
academic study

o matiorsed iebrvision as cne of the reas o Tor tha dec ine in civic
engagemant. Weuld you maks sthar conmeclians Batween (e hnslagy snd
the cultural changs you'vs besn mapping?

i wouldn | say Fat all schnalogy has e same oflecl on sccial connections. The ‘../
inFncucen of B Blephone, I0f SIEMHE, was Drobably on SWrege an aid o 3
social axnneciwly, slfsoUgh oI B b people wons lees Suns shoul had Lot af A
chnological changes don't hawe any sflect on sccial netwarks. However, the ane core social change
bl dinecSy milated 10 lechnelogiad intinabon in T 20 contry had & 9o wilh e privaizbon ol

our essune §me. Bywhich | mean moves, radio. C0w, nlevsion, wdeo games, T inlemat and soon.

In 1608, you couldn lisien io music hers in Jafrey urdess you did i in e ooenpany of other peaple.
And within ten miles of Jafiroy there wefe fve community bards. Nohe adats anymoane. Of ccume, | can
0w Bsien io e finest music in T word in e privacy of my own saphones and not ses anofhe
parson. Thnt iact has @ poweriil, lnsgedy nogative afiect on socal capital This: kind of prvalizasion is naot
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Fr. Jim O'Halloran [Dutlin,
Iraland) wods aehile Back
Tollreg of his papenancs slling
hie sl for amal Chns e
Coimen niles in South Afriea
mnd Loscds i pacsl summar
He spoke in parioutar about
Wy Mnrsliln wodk i 8 parsh
in Capn Town caliod Wos ndge.
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